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Dedication

This book is dedicated to the memory of Sonny Boy. 
Although we never had the opportunity

 to play at the same table, he was the man from whom
I first learned about wagering.
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Okay, here’s another book on blackjack. After reading 
most of the books published on the game, playing for many 
years, and providing group and private instruction, I finally 
decided to put some ideas of my own together. People in the 
blackjack world tend to evaluate, compare, and critique card-
counting systems, software programs, books, and theories as 
they encounter them. That’s good, but it’s essential to always 
keep an open mind. If you read a book, watch a training video, 
or take a lesson, you can glean at least one solid principle out 
of the presentation. We never stop being students of the game. 
Accordingly, there’s something within these pages that can 
benefit players of all levels. 

This book doesn’t contain any “new breakthroughs” in 
card-counting systems. With several excellent systems already 
on the market (some of the good ones are included in this 
book), there are too many tough acts to follow. Rather, the dif-
ferences in systems are discussed, enabling aspiring counters 
to select one that’s suitable for them. But just knowing how 
to count cards isn’t enough, and beginning and experienced 
players alike will gain valuable insight from the discussions of 
several important concepts and techniques that must be mas-

Introduction
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tered to be a successful blackjack player.
Before attempting to apply card-counting skills in live 

play, it’s necessary to have a solid understanding of the funda-
mentals of the game. Toward that end, this book covers such 
issues as:

•  bankroll
•  money management
•  discipline
•  game selection
•  attitude
•  interaction with casino personnel

One of the highlights of this book is the introduction of the 
Progressive Learning System (PLS), a technique that allows 
you to learn any card-counting system on the market in the 
most efficient and simplified manner. 

If new to the game, after reading Blackjack Blueprint you 
will know what it takes to become a successful blackjack play-
er and should be able to determine if playing in the manner 
that’s outlined herein is for you. You’ll be able to:

•  Determine if card counting is something you have the 
ability and desire to do successfully.

•  Select a card-counting system that works well for you. 
•  Master the PLS approach so you can learn the mechan-

ics of almost any card-counting system.
•  Take the skills acquired from this book and strategi-

cally apply them to live casino play.

As an existing player, Blackjack Blueprint will provide you 
with a means to:

•  Learn other advanced techniques in a progressive man-
ner.

•  Evaluate the pros and cons of team play.



•  Gain or enhance knowledge about tactical approaches 
to playing a winning game.

Here are a couple of quick pointers to facilitate the learning 
process while reading the book:

•  If you see a term and you’re unsure of its meaning, re-
fer to the Glossary in the back of the book. Cards with 
rank ten, jack, queen, or king are referred to in the book 
as “10s.” 

•  Don’t be afraid of running into complicated mathemat-
ics. The goal is to present the material in a simple and 
clear manner. Many of the tactics discussed in this book 
come from personal experience in actual casino play.

The first question you need to ask yourself is: “Am I a gam-
bler or a disciplined player?” A gambler is an “action player” 
who relies on luck and thrives on the excitement of casino play. 
Gamblers usually aren’t winning players. A disciplined player 
is a calculating individual who has the patience and ability to 
evaluate a game and play only if the conditions appear favor-
able. Disciplined players can walk through a casino, evaluate 
the games at hand, and walk out without placing a bet if the 
conditions aren’t favorable. When they bet, it’s in good situa-
tions and this translates into winning over time. If you evaluate 
your own personality and determine that you’ve got what it 
takes to be a disciplined player, you’ll benefit greatly from this 
book. The goal of Blackjack Blueprint is to educate you about the 
overall game, as well as the “games within the game.” I hope 
you’ll find this presentation helpful and profitable.

The Zones
The book is broken down into six “zones.” As you prog-

ress through each, you’ll enhance your knowledge of blackjack 
play. 

Introduction  • �
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The Silver Zone
After familiarizing yourself with the rules of the game of 

blackjack, along with the house advantage, you’ll learn how 
playing according to the proper basic strategy can minimize 
the casino’s edge.

Covered in the Silver Zone are:

•  the casino advantage at various games
•  how blackjack is played
•  basic strategy

The Red Zone
Applying the outlined Progressive Learning System (PLS), 

you’ll develop a foundation of the basic skills needed to iden-
tify opportunities and play blackjack at an advantage. 

Covered in the Red Zone are:

•  selecting a card-counting system
•  learning the fundamentals of card counting
•  preparation for initial live casino play
•  live casino play
•  post-game evaluation

The Green Zone
Here, you’ll fine-tune your skills and develop more tactical 

approaches to playing a winning game. 
Covered in the Green Zone are:

•  tactics necessary for betting at higher levels
•  interaction with casino personnel
•  money management
•  avoiding detection



The Black Zone
Entering the Black Zone, you’ll prepare to play high-stakes 

blackjack and add more to your arsenal, which is needed at 
this level of play. 

Covered in the Black Zone are:

•  the Internet as a source of blackjack information 
•  casino comps and travel strategies
•  blackjack tournaments 
•  awareness of cheating
•  zone tracking
•  location play
•  other advantage-play techniques 

The Purple Zone
In the Purple Zone, you’re taken through the team-play 

experience. 
Covered in the Purple Zone are:

•  recruiting players
•  management
•  training 
•  testing
•  quality control
•  security
•  creating a team manual

The End Zone
Having reached the End Zone, you’re given some final 

pointers to complete your blackjack education. 
Covered in the End Zone are:

•  high-roller strategies
•  playing part-time
•  recommended books and systems

Introduction  • �





The
Silver Zone





In the late 1970s, I’d just finished college and moved back 
to the New York City area. In the fashion of many my age, I 
landed a job on Wall Street, along with an apartment in Man-
hattan (no BMW though, and my hair was still a bit long). Soon 
I became friendly with a neighbor whom I’ll call Pete. Pete, a 
former federal agent, was wheelchair-bound. I used to talk to 
Pete for hours, as his stories fascinated me. He’d been all over 
the world and he knew a lot about surveillance, a topic that 
always amazed me. Pete had a part-time nurse who stopped 
in twice a week. But he wanted to be self-sufficient and did 
great on his own. I occasionally stopped by on my way to the 
supermarket to see if Pete needed anything.

One day I found him sitting at the kitchen table with a huge 
stack of playing cards and a few piles of paper clips. When I 
asked what he was doing, he said that he was teaching himself 
how to count cards to beat the casinos at blackjack. I paid him 
no mind and left. For some time, though, it seemed that when-
ever I visited Pete, he was involved in this routine.

Pete explained that card counting meant assigning a plus 
or minus point value to each card. By doing so, a counter could 
determine how to bet and play. Finally, after a few months of 

How I Got Started

1
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practice, Pete told me he was ready to go to Atlantic City. I’d 
never been there, nor to any casino, but I told him that if he 
wanted to go, I’d take him on the bus. We decided to go on a 
Saturday morning.

It was late spring 1981. The bus fare was $15 per person 
and they gave us coupons good for $10 in coin upon arrival in 
Atlantic City. The bus was loaded with older folks, all of them 
excited about the trip. After a three-hour ride, we arrived at 
Bally’s Park Place around noon. After we ate lunch, Pete asked 
me to take him to the blackjack tables. The place was crowded, 
and maneuvering Pete’s wheelchair was no easy task. Finally, 
Pete pointed to a table with some empty spots and I took him 
over. He gave me the voucher for his roll of coins (dollars) and 
said he’d be okay there for about an hour. I left him and went 
to the slot machines with 20 silver dollars. 

Observing the slot machine players, I quickly concluded 
that it was some sort of religion for those folks, some of whom 
were feeding coins into two or three different machines at a 
time. They seemed to have unbelievable coordination in do-
ing so. Finally, I decided on a machine for myself, one next to 
an attractive young lady who completely ignored me. I ended 
up winning a little over $300 playing slots, then took a stroll 
around the rest of the casino.

I saw a roulette wheel, and after watching for a while, 
placed a $5 bet on red. I lost. On to the crap table, where lots of 
people were hooting and hollering. I’d done a little homework 
on craps and knew that when you rolled the dice, if you got a 7 
or 11, you won, and if you got a 2, 3, or 12 you lost. That was all 
I knew. I asked someone to help me and ended up placing a $5 
bet on the pass line. The person rolling the dice rolled a 6 and it 
was explained to me that now the shooter had to roll a 6 before 
rolling a 7 for me to win. I scratched my head, confused, as the 
shooter rolled a 10. I didn’t even want to ask what that meant. 
The next roll was a 7 and the dealer collected my chip.

Next it was on to the blackjack tables. I stood by a table and 
watched the game being dealt. At this point I knew only that 
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the object of the game was to get closer to 21 than the dealer, 
without going over 21. I sat down and clumsily handed the 
dealer $50. He instructed me to place the money on the table, 
so I put the $50 down on the circle in front of my seat. The 
dealer asked if I wanted to bet the $50. I shook my head no. 
I had no way of knowing that the cash should not have been 
placed in the betting circle unless I wanted to bet it all.

After instruction on how to get change the proper way, 
I had 10 red chips in front of me, each valued at $5. Two 
cards were dealt in front of me and I reached to pick them 
up. “Please don’t handle the cards, sir,” the dealer snapped at 
me. I apologized and proceeded to play, quickly learning the 
proper hand signals for hit and stand. Still, I noticed that the 
people at the table were upset with me. I couldn’t figure out 
why, though I clearly remember friction over a hand on which 
I had two 8s. I don’t recall what the dealer had showing, but 
a loud-mouthed person sitting next to me said, “You’re gonna 
split those, I hope.” I gave a puzzled look and said, “Split?” I 
ended up standing on the 16. After the round, the loudmouth 
mumbled a few choice words and left. I won $100 at that table. 
Then it was time for me to check on Pete.

I walked over to his table and he asked me how I was do-
ing. All excited, I told him about winning $300 playing slots 
and $100 playing blackjack. He whispered that he was win-
ning and wanted to play some more. At this point we agreed 
that I’d check back with him in another two hours. I quit while 
ahead and went off for a stroll along the Boardwalk.

After the two hours, I returned to the casino to check on 
Pete and I noticed that the pile of chips in front of him was 
smaller than when I’d left. It was about 4:30 and Pete decided 
to call it a day. He asked if I wanted to have dinner. I nodded. 
He showed me a slip of paper and told me that dinner was free. 
Once again, I was puzzled. When we got to the restaurant, Pete 
told me that I could order whatever I wanted. He explained 
that after you gamble for a certain period of time, the casinos 
give you free meals, tickets to shows, and free rooms. My eyes 
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widened. I was amazed that all you had to do was gamble at 
the casinos and they would give you all these things for free. 
Pete told me that many people lose lots of money getting those 
free meals. As the saying goes: There’s no such thing as a free 
lunch. Pete said that when I first checked in with him, he was 
winning, up about $900. But when I returned two hours later, 
he’d lost all but $50 of his winnings. Dinner was great, then we 
hopped on the bus home.

Although I never went back to Atlantic City with Pete, 
he made several trips down there over the next two years. I 
thought that because he was counting cards, he should be able 
to win money. Based on my talks with him, however, Pete 
seemed to lose more than he won. But win or lose, it all seemed 
too complicated for me to worry about.

In December 1983, Pete moved away, leaving me with 
a box of books and some other odds and ends he thought I 
might find interesting. After a couple of months, I finally had 
time to sort through the box and found several decks of cards 
and a hardcover book titled Million Dollar Blackjack. I noticed 
that it was autographed by the author, Ken Uston. I decided 
to keep the book and the cards and soon I began reading the 
book.

To this day, I still consider Million Dollar Blackjack to be one 
of the most informative and entertaining books on the game 
ever written. I read through that book chapter by chapter, 
stopping to practice the drills as they were presented. I was 
on my way.

Throughout this book are more details of my experiences 
with playing the game at various levels—for example, how I 
got involved with blackjack teams and my journey of playing 
at high-stakes for more than 20 years. At the time of this writ-
ing, I can still confidently walk into a casino and play a win-
ning game. I’ll end this chapter with some notes from my diary 
of the final days of a recent play: 



Thursday Night/Friday Morning
My final plunge. Hit the tables at 11:15 p.m. and got a 

private table in the VIP Room. During several wild sessions 
throughout the evening and into the early-morning hours, I 
went from down $50,000 to winning $22,900. Took $36,000 in 
my last shoe. Then played Friday afternoon in one final session 
and won $12,500, putting my trip total at $5,000. It was a long 
night/morning! 

Friday Night/Saturday Morning
Decided to sleep a good deal of the day Friday, to squeeze 

in one last play before leaving for home. This time I arrived as 
the VIP Room opened for the evening and continued with the 
aggressive style of play. I opened up the table, with no other 
players. After three shoes, I was up $46,000, putting my overall 
trip total at $51,000. A couple of other players joined the table, 
so I left. I’m done. 

I’m glad to be going home, as the trip was a bit tiring. The 
swings were wild and I’m pleased I ended up with a decent 
enough win.
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